OPERA STUDIO
APROPERA 2026

CENDRILLON

by Pauline Viardot (1821-1910)

PROPE

#OPERADEPROXIMITAT

From November 2nd to 7th and from November 23rd to 29th, 2026.

Various spaces of Sant Cugat del Valles (Barcelona)

% HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS EDITION

» Meeting with the acclaimed international soprano Lisette Oropesa .*

« Career guidance session with Pol Avinyd , assistant to the artistic director of the
Gran Teatre del Liceu.

» Complete stage experience with two staged public performances (Family Opera
and full performance).

» Scholarships covering 50% of tuition fees and a network of free
accommodation in host families in Sant Cugat del Vallés (limited places available).**

* See information note on page 8

** See page 11

PRESENTATION

The Apropera Opera Studio is an advanced training course aimed at young opera singers
who wish to deepen their understanding of the interpretation of an operatic role from a
comprehensive perspective, combining vocal, musical, linguistic and stage work with the

experience of a production open to the public.



Following the success of previous editions, Apropera presents in 2026 a new production
dedicated to Cendrillon , a delightful chamber opera composed by Pauline Viardot, one of

the great musical figures of European Romanticism.

During two intensive periods of work, participants will prepare the complete opera in its
original language (French), culminating the course with various public activities and two

staged performances.

The course is directed by tenor Marc Sala and brings together a teaching team made up of
outstanding professionals specializing in vocal interpretation, French repertoire and stage

work.

THE OPERA: Cendrillon / Cinderella

Cendrillon, composed by Pauline Viardot (1821-1910) based on the famous story by

Charles Perrault, is a charming three-act salon opera written for young performers.

With its refined, elegant, and melodically inspired music, Viardot blends the spirit of bel
canto with the French operatic tradition, creating a work of great theatrical sensitivity that
offers magnificent opportunities for artistic development for singers. The Opera Studio will
work on the complete opera in its original French version, delving into both the musical

aspects and the dramatic construction of each character.




COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course aims to offer a complete professional experience through:
» Comprehensive preparation for a complete operatic role.
» Improvement of vocal technique.
» Specific study of vocal style and interpretation of the French repertoire.
* French linguistic and phonetic coaching.
* Interpretive technique and body expression.
* Individualized and group musical preparation.
» Direct practical experience through participation in a production open to the public.

« Career guidance: strategies for the transition from being a student to being a

professional lyricist.




TEACHING TEAM

Marc Sala (Course Director and Vocal Technique Teacher)

A tenor specializing in bel canto and French repertoire, with a
distinguished international career in theaters throughout Spain
and Europe. A finalist in the Tenor Vifias Competition and the
Montserrat Caballé International Competition, he regularly

performs in the seasons at the Gran Teatre del Liceu and the

Fundacié Opera a Catalunya. He has sung under the baton of
Gustavo Dudamel, Riccardo Frizza, and others. He combines his artistic activity with a solid
teaching career, giving courses and masterclasses in Spain and Latin America, and has

directed the Apropera Opera Studio since 2021.

Laila Barnat (French repertoire specialist and coach)

A repertoire pianist and coach specializing in French, her native
language and operatic repertoire, she has worked in prestigious
international theaters, festivals, and conservatories, including the

Royal Opera House, Glyndebourne, the Zurich Opera, the Teatro

Real, and the Palau de les Arts, alongside renowned conductors
and singers. Trained at Musikene, the Liceu Conservatory, the National Opera Studio, and

the Royal College of Music, she is a recognized authority on the French operatic repertoire.



Maria Voronkova (Body expression and stage direction)

A stage director, actress, and music educator with extensive
experience in theaters throughout Catalonia and the rest of Spain.
Specializing in opera direction since 2013, she has staged works

such as Il barbiere di Siviglia, La traviata, Don Giovanni, Carmen, Il

trovatore, and various newly created operas in Europe and Latin America. She combines

her stage work with teaching acting, improvisation, and physical expression.

EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS - GUEST PROFESSORS

Lisette Oropesa (Soprano) (Extraordinary Masterclass*)

A specialist in the Italian bel canto repertoire , Mozart and French
opera, she sings regularly in major American and European

opera houses.

She was born in New Orleans to Cuban parents. After winning the
Met Opera National Council Auditions at the Metropolitan Opera in New York, she entered
the Lindemann Young Artist Development Program. At 22, she made her debut in a leading
role as Susanna ( Le nozze di Figaro ) at the Metropolitan Opera in New York, and since
then has performed in over 100 different roles at the same theater. She will be in Barcelona
singing Bellini's I Capuleti e i Montecchi at the Gran Teatre del Liceu.

*See information note on page 8



Pol Avinyo (Career guidance talk)

Historian, music expert, and assistant to the Artistic Director
of the Gran Teatre del Liceu, with extensive experience in
promoting opera. Specializing in the historical and contextual

analysis of opera, he has given lectures at institutions such as

Amics del Liceu and the Circulo del Liceu.

CHARACTERS AND ROLES SUMMONED

Character / Role Vocal Range

Marie (Cendrillon) Soprano or Mezzo-soprano
The Fée Coloratura soprano
Maguelonne Soprano

Armelinde Mezzo-soprano

The Charming Prince Tenor

Le Comte Barigoule Tenor

The Baron of Pictordu Baritone

Notes regarding the call for applications:

e All participants will work on and prepare the complete opera in its original French
version.

« Applicant profile: This call is aimed at young opera singers in advanced training or at the

beginning of their professional careers (ideally up to 35 years old, with vocal level and



suitability assessed). ¢ The organization will assign roles according to the selection criteria

and may establish double casts if the artistic level of the competition allows it.

WORK CALENDAR AND METHODOLOGY

The course is structured in two intensive periods of face-to-face work at the Victoria dels

Angels Municipal Conservatory of Music in Sant Cugat del Vallés:

First Period: Intensive Musical Work (November 2-7, 2026)

¢ Individualized vocal technique applied to the assigned role.

» Musical study, concert preparation and repertoire coaching.

* Pronunciation, phonetics and diction of the French language.

¢ Individual musical work and group rehearsals.

¢ Introduction to the scenic and dramatic concept of the production.

« Private visit to the Gran Teatre del Liceu and talk with Pol Avinya.

* BONUS: Public meeting with soprano Lisette Oropesa. *

*Important: see information note on page 8.

Second Period: Stage and Group Work (November 23-29, 2026)

* Ensemble rehearsals and musical consolidation of the repertoire.
« Stage direction, dramatic construction of characters and body expression.
» Scene rehearsals with piano, general and ensemble rehearsals.

¢ Public exhibition and two final staged performances.

Working hours: Sessions will typically take place from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM and
occasionally in the afternoon depending on production needs. The specific schedule will be

published in early October.






COMPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

e Extraordinary Masterclass with Lisette Oropesa (Soprano)
Date: Tuesday, November 3, 2026 - from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. |
Venue: Reial Cercle Artistic, Barcelona,
Free attendance/auditors: Exclusive for members of Amics d'AprOpera, members of the

Reial Cercle Artistic and students of the Opera Studio.
Session program:

e 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. | Masterclass session: Lisette Oropesa will work individually
(30 min per participant) with a small group of 4 active students from the Opera
Studio, who will have an accompanying pianist.

e 8:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | Question and Answer Session (Q&A): Open discussion where

attendees can interact directly with the renowned soprano.

Information note for Opera Studio students:

This Masterclass is an extraordinary activity and an exclusive gift thanks to the
generous collaboration of Lisette Oropesa with AprOpera. Due to time constraints and
the artist's schedule, participation as an active student in this session is reserved for
four selected participants and is not part of the guaranteed curriculum included with
regular course enrollment. All enrolled students have guaranteed access to the full

session as auditors.

e [llustrated Lecture: Cendrillon by Pauline Viardot
Date: Tuesday, November 24, 2026 - 7:00 p.m. | Venue: Ateneu Santcugatenc, Sant Cugat del
Valles



By tenor Marc Sala. It will feature the live participation of a selection of students from the

course interpreting fragments of the work.

e Career guidance talk with Pol Avinyo

Date: Date to be confirmed (during the first academic term) [ Venue: Gran Teatre del Liceu,
Barcelona

An orientation session on job placement, career management in opera, and the workings of

the current opera market. Includes a private visit to the Liceu.

FINAL PUBLIC PERFORMANCES

The students will participate in the following events:

- Conference Cendrillon by P. Viardot - November 24, 7pm -
Family Opera Show - November 29, 12 pm

- Performance Cinderella - November 29, 7pm.

Place: Sala Clavé, Uni6 Santcugatenca, Sant Cugat del Valles.

(see location on Google Maps)

REGISTRATION AND SELECTION PROCESS

Active students

Pre-registration is open and free until August 15, 2026.
Applications submitted after this date will incur a €15 processing fee.
Pre-registration closes on August 27 .

1. Fill out the online form
https://forms.gle /vZ6ezGsp2K796i2y5

2. Send your artistic CV (one page in PDF format) by email to gestio@apropera.cat
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The selection process will be conducted remotely, evaluating the submitted videos (links in the
registration form) and the applicant's CV. Selection criteria will be based on artistic skill and vocal
suitability for the opera roles.

If you have any questions, please email gestio@apropera.cat

Auditor

registration: fill out the same form, mark "Auditor student" and indicate the days you want to

come in "comments".

Key dates and deadlines

 Free pre-registration: Until August 15, 2026 (applications submitted after this date

will have a processing fee of €15). Registration closes on August 27.

« Notification of admissions: August 31, 2026 (official notification to those selected via
email).

e Tuition payment - Single payment : before September 10th.

Payment in installments: 50% on September 10th and the remaining 50% on October

10th.

TUITION, SCHOLARSHIPS AND ACCOMMODATION

Registration Options and Prices

Participation Modality Amount

Active Student (Regular price without €800
scholarship)

Active Student with Apropera Scholarship €400
(50% discount)
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Auditor Student (Full Course / Single Day) €75 / €15 per day

% REGULATION AND OPERATION OF APROPERA SCHOLARSHIPS

* 50% Funding: Thanks to the Apropera Scholarship Fund and its sponsors, all
selected active students are eligible for a 50% scholarship (making the final tuition

fee €400).

» Payment and Refund Mechanism: To confirm your place, the full registration fee
(€800) must be paid before September 10, 2026 (or in installments: two payments of
€400 in September and October). After the course has ended and the conditions have
been met, the organization will refund 50% (€400) before December 31, 2026.

* Requirements to consolidate the scholarship: Punctual attendance, bringing the
role learned entirely by heart, active participation in auditions, promotional

events and final performances.

Solidarity Housing Network

Travel, accommodation, and living expenses are usually the responsibility of the
participants. However, to facilitate the attendance of singers from outside the province or
from abroad, Apropera offers a Solidarity Accommodation Network in the private homes of

'Amics d'Apropera’ members in Sant Cugat del Valles, completely free of charge.

To apply for a place in the reception network, simply tick the corresponding box within the

online registration form.

We cannot guarantee finding free accommodation for all registered students; available
places will be assigned in order of registration and will be communicated at the

beginning of October.
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ORGANIZATION AND COLLABORATING ENTITIES

Organized by:

IPROPERA

#OPERADEPROXIMITAT

In collaboration with:
'
AJUNTAMENT DE '.4
é Sa ntCugat

EMMWA

ESCOLA MUNICIPAL DE MUSICA
VICTORIA DELS ANGELS
CONSERVATORI DE SANT CUGAT

CERCLE
ARTISTIC

INSTITUT
BARCELONES
D'ART

With the support of:

' Institut
I ( : Catala de les
™ 4 Empreses

Culturals
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